Notable Fires in the Intermountain Southwest
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IMPACTS:

2013

Carpenter 1 Fire
Burned 28,000 acres,
cost $20 million, affected
air quality in Las Vegas,
and led to the evacuation
of 600 residences.

2012
2013

Rockport 5 Fire
Burned about 20,000
acres and almost 30
buildings, and affected
air quality in nearby Park
City.

UTAH

2007

Milford Flat Fire
Largest fire in Utah’s
history, burned about
363,000 acres, and
killed 2 people.

“Estimates of all direct,
rehabilitation,
indirect, and additional
costs for the Cerro
Grande fire [in central
New Mexico in 2000]
exceeded

“Past fires in Colorado
demonstrate the
detrimental effects that
large-scale FIRE can
have on WATER delivery
infrastructure. Denver
Water has spent over

$45

MILLION
reducing post-fire erosion
into streams and dredging
sediment from reservoirs.”

Hayman Fire
Burned more than
138,000 acres and 600
structures and led to
the evacuation of 5,000
homes between Denver
and Colorado Springs.
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Fourmile Canyon Fire
The most costly fire
in Colorado’s history
burned more than 6,000
acres and over 150
residences, led to the
evacuation of 3,500
homes, and severely
affected air quality in
Boulder and Boulder
County.
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2011

Las Conchas Fire
Over 150,000 acres,
threatened Los Alamos
National Laboratory,
and caused the loss of
tourism economy dollars
in the area, including
Santa Fe.

2012

NEW MEXICO

Whitewater Baldy
Complex Fire
Largest fire in New
Mexico’s history and led
to many evacuations.

2003

Aspen Fire
Burned about 85,000
acres, cost over $23
million, burned 325
structures, and affected
air quality in Tucson.

COLORADO

*Size of the largest ﬁre before and after 2000.

Schultz Fire
Burned 15,075 acres,
covered Flagstaff in ash
and smoke, led to the
evacuation of more than
1,000 residents and
post-fire flooding that
resulted in more than
$100 million in damages.
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High Park Fire
Burned more than
87,000 acres, affected
air quality in nearby Fort
Collins, worsened the
impact from the 2013
floods, and made water
supply from a nearby
water source uncertain.
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*LARGE FIRES

2011

Wallow Fire
Largest single fire every
recorded in the lower
48 states, burned about
538,000 acres, and
smoke affected large
regions east of the Rocky
Mountains.

BUILDING RESILIENCE
“Investing now in ‘green infrastructure’ through watershed restoration efforts will reduce
future water treatment costs, minimize the risk of costly infrastructure damage, sustain forest
based recreation and tourism markets, increase property values, and support restoration based
employment opportunities.”

Flagstaff voters
approved a bond
measure to fund
$10 million in
forest treatments
to reduce the risk
of high-intensity
wildfire, potentially
saving over $1
billion in estimated
post-fire costs.

“Communities and
homes in the Rio Grande
Valley–from headwaters
to urban areas–will be
protected from wildfire
and post-fire flooding
damage” as part of the
recently established Rio
Grande Water Fund.

Denver Water
partnered with the
U.S. Forest Service
to implement a
$33 million forest
treatment and
watershed protection
project to ensure
future water quality

*Sources: Arizona Rural Policy Institute. 2014. “Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project Cost Avoidance Study.” A report prepared for the Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project Monitoring Committee.; Rio
Grande Water Fund Comprehensive Plan for Wildfire and Water Source Protection, 2014 (http://nmconservation.org/rgwf/rgwf_compplan.pdf); http://www.srpnet.com/water/forest/pdfx/summary.pdf; Dale,
L. 2010. The true cost of wildfire in the Western US. Western Forestry Leadership Coalition. Lakewood, Colorado, 16 pp. (http://www.wflccenter.org/news_pdf/324_pdf.pdf).

